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wheels
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The house call — that nostalgic courtesy immortalized in Norman Rockwell paintings — is
back. This time for dogs. And while home visits by the vet are costly, they could be are the
prefect prescription for stressed out pooches.

How to Find
a Vet

+ Word of mouth
* Yeilow Pages
* Surf the Web

sesar and Cleopatra hate going to the vet — but
they don’t mind when the ver comes to them,

Though somewhar aloof ([nd  geriatric),
Caesar greess D Lawrence Putter with o cau-
s murrle, while Cleopatm slobbers the doc
with kisses,

House calls are standard fare for these pam-
pered Park Avenue pooches, who live and eat well.
{These are celeb chef Danel Bouluds dogs, by the way)
On a recent arcic day, Caesar, 2 Coton de Tulear,
founged an the gliss dining room table and had his
eeth exanined.

“Have vou been broshing?” Pr. Putter asks Daniels
wite, Micky Boulud.” The wetar 18 buiddiog up again.”

Before Boulud <an answer, Cleopatra, a Tibern
Tersier, interrups che exam because she wants a piece
of the action. Up she bounds, as Dr Putter s forced o
poke and prod this shaggy shock of whote fuifl

“This is s0 much emier and o much more bumane,” says
Boulud, adding, that wating o be seen at the MNew York
Aramal Medical Certer vsed 1o rmatize Fer and the dogs,

Howse calls bad pene the way of the nulknan — b
they're making 1 comeback.

Be Safe:
Check with the
American.
Veterinary

~ Association
{avma.org) to
make sure the
d’octz;:filﬁi’e'gft.

"I New York, you get your pizza and dry cleaning
delpered, so why not your veterimarian?’” savs Dr,
Putter, who runs Vet to the Peu (ve2thepet.cons) and
Lenox Hill Veterimanans.

In Manhatean and beyond, the good docior is at your
pets service. House calls are retro in the meto, where
dugr Jonvers are looking to reduce sises (therr own and
their pooch’s) and w0 nake like more convenient.
Doctor who visit charge a prenunmy, spend wom tine
with you and Fido, and become someone you pur on
speed dial.

“Georme used to gt upset when [ ook her o the
ver,” says Upper West Sider Joan Scott about her Shih
Tzu/Maltese mix, “Now that the ver comes to see her,
she s happy and so am L7

Word of month is usaally the best way 10 find a ver
who muakes house calls, Some are lsred in the Yellow
Pages or can be found online.

Do vour homework and check the vets credentals
with the Amencan Vetensary . Medical Associanon
famva.orzl, as well as the stms of thew license with
Mew York State {opnvsed gov or opsearchies biom),

A S5 10 2163 for 4 40-minure exam, you're paying
a lot for a home visit. But
Can you pul a price g on
stress reduction and Rind-
ness?

“Dogs know  when
they're goig to the ver,”
ways Voo en Wheels D
Shirley Kashi, who splic
her fime between frouse
calls and  New  Youk
Veterinassn Hospital,
“They put their brakes on,
They shiver and  shake.
Daing 1 howse call, you
can case a dogh nvacnd




Take the nervows Terrier mix Dr. Koshi treats at
home, When the doctor arrives, she heads 1o the couch
and butrers up the dog wath pettng and canoodling.
Actin

“When 1 bring out the stechoscope, hie

wal, she exanuines his eyes, ears, and skin.

gt vduy, 5o
Dr. Koshi says.
does-

1 gave hum liver or Milk-Bone seat
“The idea is to keep the rension low so the d

n't stress out.”
This kind of love feis o Jor harder o pull off at =
vet’s office. That's why house

call vers wend o become
an importnc part of everyone’s lite, ¢

w deg and che
gouardian alike.

“There is a huge secuny m knowing that your vet
knows who you are, especially when you call in a
mement of disress) says Daniel Bovlud. Dr. Putter was
able to cabm me down after Caesar ate a pencil. He
assured s 1t was okay and secornmiended some med-
ication ta make it pass out of his system.”

For eldery, infirm pets or those casily spooked by the
city's chaotic cacophony, a house cali s like maana Fom
heaven. Sometimes that's true even for a dog owner.

Dr. Putter sees 2 Mewfis in $oHo who has touble
walking,. " Nobedy can carry Elvi

So, a hame visit miight be the anly way for Elvis o

" he says.

get taken care of on a regular basis.

House-call vers pull a host of services oot of their lit-
tle Black bags — but there are Wrmitdens. Tliey can do
skin tests and
Plood pressure - they can even administer chemother-
apy treatment in some cases. They also perform

genenl exams, inect vaccines, and tike

euwthanasia, which ix a big condort to those who want

their animals to dic in digrty at heme,

Or. Jeff Levy greets Joan
Scott and Georgie, a Shih
TuziMaltese mix, at vheir
Upper West Side apartment

Above: O Levy's Rlack bag of
tricks Right: Dr. Lavrence:
Putter examines Cacsar, Micky
and Daniel Baulud's Catan de
Tulear.

housecalls

“Now that the vet

she is happy and

More complex treatment requises an odice visic
When chents are unsure, house-call vets do telephone
trsage to deterniine the best course of action. Good fea-
sans to head 10 4 hospital or cline include unsceppable
. difficulty hreathing

blceding or vony L and signs ef

neurmlogical impairment, such as disoricntanon, limp-
ing, or lameness.

House-call vets who work at clinics, or those wirh
privileges at hospitals are able ro meat dows at home ard
at the office. Not all hovse-call vets perform surgeny.
and mest are not avalbible for emergencies. When they

can't be there for you, they mefer you to the right phys

cian and stay intormed about your dog’ case.
“Contimwiry s extremely important,” says Dr. Jelfrey

Levy of House Calls for Your Pet (howsecallsfory-

curper.cant. With a house-call doctor, you abways see
the same doctor: me. When the dog needs a specialist, 1

say informed and do the fallow-up”

Visimng vers have a diagnosdc advantage because they
ser where and how a dog lives They chserve where a dog
sleeps, hangs ont, cats, Ve at clinics often miss important
clues to behavioral problens becise per owners are not
ahways honest about the hame environment.

Dr. ('ieorgc Karin, who runy A House Call Service
(vet-housccalls.com. got to the bottom of a Wheaton
Terrier’s itchy skin by opening the kitchen cupboard
and reading labels an the food bags.

“When an ammal bas a skin condit

on, [ like 1o know
what be's cating” Dr. Korin says, “In this case. | discore-
ered his food was ok

s but a special wheatr-based e

was

wsing the reactien.” The owner not enfy chasiged
treats, Bt also Jearned o avord wheat (or his doz
Versomalized service in todays fast-paced, anonvious
world goss a long way.
Micky Boulud couldnt agree more. “It% 4
human docrors don't ouake house calls” she say

shyame

w
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